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Edina and Bloomington public
schools are asking voters to
approve levy referendums
Nov. 6 to make up for inade-
quate state investment in
public schools.

In Bloomington, an operating
general fund levy would re-
place an existing levy to
raise an additional $512 per
student, for a total of
$1,503. The 10-year operat-
ing levy would begin in 2009
with a yearly inflation adjust-
ment. Bloomington school

Three candidates have an-
nounced campaigns for Edina
and West Bloomington House
seats.

Kevin Staunton, Edina Plan-

ning Commission member and

Excelsior City Attorney, is
running for the District 41A
seat. Paul Rosenthal, a
2006 candidate, is making
another run for election to
the District 41B House seat.
Attorney Mick Spence also
has announced his candidacy
for the 41B House seat.

DISTRICT

HOOLS ASK VOTERS
EDUCATION

41 DEMOCRATS

district figures show that a
house valued at $250,000
would see a tax increase of
$123 a year due to the oper-
ating levy. Bloomington
school officials say their ref-
erendum funding has fallen
behind neighboring districts
that compete with the city
for new families, students
and employees.

Bloomington voters also are
being asked to OK a second
levy to maintain and upgrade
district technology. This

Staunton is a former Minn-
esota assistant attorney gen-
eral and now runs his own
law firm.

“I’'m running for the Minn-
esota House of Represent-
atives to continue my com-
mitment to public service by
advocating for stronger

schools, more livable and sus-

tainable communities and
smarter health care,”
Staunton says. “Edina and
Minnesota have been fortu-
nate to have leaders who
helped create the kind of

OCTOBER

WEST BLOOMINGTON

M e R AT S

2007

WWW.SD41.DFL.ORG

TO INVEST

request would provide $3 mil-

lion annually beginning in
2008. Currently, Bloomington
schools have no dedicated

continued on page 2

CANDIDATES ANNOUNCE

communities we're proud to
be part of. But we're now liv-
ing in a time of rapid change
and the challenges presented
to us in this first decade of
the 21st century are much
different than the ones we
encountered a generation
ago. | can provide the effec-
tive leadership needed to
respond to those challenges
and to build a community and
state the next generation
also will be proud of.”

His campaign website is
www.stauntonforhouse.org.

continued on page 5
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funding for technology. Dis-
trict officials say new tech-
nology funding would provide
greater access to computers
for students; increase tech-
nology based communication
between schools and parents;
allow for a replacement plan
to keep instructional and
administrative technology up
to date; and improve infra-
structure such as networks,
ser-vers, internet connections
and data storage.

With a successful technology
levy, the tax increase on a
$250,000 Bloomington house
would be about $62 a year.

Bloomington school officials
say if voters reject the gener-
al funding increases, class
sizes would increase, pro-
grams would be eliminated
and employee hiring, salary
and benefits freezes could be
instituted. Without dedicated
technology funding, replace-
ment and upgrading of tech-
nology would be limited, and
Bloomington students would
fall behind students in com-
peting schools, school admin-
istrators say.

More information about the
Bloomington referendums can
be found on the school dis-
trict website, www.blooming-
ton.k12.mn.us, or at www.
yesyesforbloomingtonschools.
com.

Edina schools referdendum
In Edina, voters are being

asked to approve a 10-year
operating levy to replace one
that expired June 30. Approv-
al of the Nov. 6 general fund-
ing levy would prevent a $2.1
million budget shortfall in the
2008-09 school year, district
officials say. The new funding
levy would raise an additional
$278 per student, for a total
of about $1,383.

If the levy is approved, the
district’s portion of taxes on
an average home in Edina,
valued at $450,000, would
increase about $108 a year.

A “no” vote on the referen-
dum means the district will
lose about 15 percent of its
budget, resulting in three to
four more students in each
school classroom, according
to school officials.

Additional information about
the Edina referendum is avail-
able at the school district’s
website, www.edina.k12.mn.
us, and at www.voteyesedina.
com.

Edina-West Bloomington
Democrats voted to support
the three referendums at
their September meeting.
While speakers urged neigh-
bors to vote to support local
schools, several agreed that
not all school districts have
the same ability to raise addi-
tional local money for
schools. Democrats need to
continue to press for ade-
quate, ongoing funding for all

Minnesota schools.

Most of the school funding
problem originated in 2003
when Gov. Tim Pawlenty and
House Republicans solved a
$4.5 billion budget deficit
through massive cuts to
state support for education.
The 2007 legislature provided
a 2 percent basic funding
increase for 2007-08 and
only 1 percent for 2008-09.
Meanwhile, inflation is run-
ning about 2.5 percent.

“This isn’t going to be just an
Edina problem,” said Edina
Superintendent Ric Dressen.
“This is going to be some-
thing every school district in
the metro area, and probably
statewide, will deal with
because of that small in-
crease in funding in the sec-
ond year of the budget.”

Indeed, the Minnesota School
Boards Association says this
fall will see the second-high-
est number of districts ever
going for operating levy refer-
endums. An additional 32 dis-
tricts are trying for bond ref-
erendums or capital project
levies this fall. “Many dis-
tricts know a 1 percent state
increase for schools won’t go
far with inflation, so they are
asking local citizens for help
to avoid budget cuts,” ac-
cording to an association
press release.

Gwen Ruff



PAGE 3

REPUBLICANS USE REFUND
PROGRAM MORE THAN DEMOCRATS

OFF THE

Minnesota has a unique pro-
gram to encourage eligible
voters to contribute to candi-
dates or political parties of
their choice.

It’s called the Political Con-
tribution Refund program.
The program provides public
money to fund political cam-
paigns and parties but con-
tributors get to decide who
gets the money.

The program has existed for
years, but people still find it
hard to believe they’ll get
their money back. Every eli-
gible voter can get a refund
of up to $50 each year—
$100 for a married couple—
for qualifying political contri-
butions. The State of Minn-
esota pays refunds to voters
from its general fund—mean-
ing from your taxes—while
the money stays with the
candidate or party unit that
received the donation.

Overall, Republicans have
consistently used this pro-
gram more than Democrats.

In 2005-06, Democrats re-
ceived slightly more refunds
for contributions to individual
candidates, but Republicans
received more than twice the
amount Democrats did for
contributions to party units.
In total for those years,
Republican voters received
more than $6.5 million in
refunds for their contribu-
tions to candidates and party
units while Democratic vot-
ers received only $4.3 mil-
lion.

Locally, contributors to the
Edina-West Bloomington
Republican organization and
to Republican candidates
Geoff Michel, Ron Erhardt
and Neil Peterson received
just over $99,000 in refunds
in 2005 and 2006. Contrib-
utors to Edina-West Bloom-
ington Democrats and local
Democratic candidates for
the Legislature only received
about $36,000 in refunds
those same two years.

Until we correct this imbal-
ance, Democrats’ taxes are

Political Contribution Refunds 2005-06

W Republicans

ODemocrats |

Millions of dollars
ORr N ®REGOON

Candidates

Party unit Total

subsidizing the Republican
Party and its candidates.

Obtaining a refund isn’t hard.
Edina-West Bloomington
Democrats can make dona-
tions to our party unit by fill-
ing out the form on page 7.
Mail it along with your check
to the address on the form.
You'll receive a receipt and a
one-page form to mail to the
appropriate state office for
your refund. The entire
process takes about five min-
utes and two stamps. Your
refund check comes directly
from the state within six to
eight weeks.

Minnesota has long been a
leader in campaign finance
reform. In 1974, the state
enacted ethics in govern-
ment laws, including cam-
paign finance reforms. Law-
makers hoped to bolster
campaign spending limit
rules by restricting the pro-
gram to candidates who
agree to abide by those regu-
lations. The program’s goals
are to lessen candidates’
dependence on large dollar
contributions and to in-
crease participation in the
political process by removing
any financial obligation on
the voter’s part.

For voters, candidates and
political parties, it’s a win-

win-win situation.

Chuck Prentice

BOOKSHELF

Whose Freedom? The
Battle Over America’s
Most Important Idea
By George Lakoff

Lakoff, a cognitive lin-
guists professor, can be
somewhat estoric, but
this book has concrete
suggestions for talking
about issues from a pro-
gressive perspective.
First, Lakoff explains
why progressives need
to break right-wing con-
servatives’ stranglehold
on public discourse.
“This book is about
more than freedom in
the political and patriot-
ic sense. It is just as
much about free will,
about how we have
begun to lose it and how
to regain it. Parallel to
the right-wing political
machine is a right-wing
mind machine. If taxes
are only afflictions to be
removed, if education is
only teaching to the
test, if poverty is de-
served for lack of disci-
pline, if stem-cell re-
search is child mutila-
tion, if homosexuality is
only a lifestyle, if reli-
gious freedom is govern-
ment-supported prosely-
tizing, if scientific theo-
ries are merely beliefs—
if this is the only way
you think about these
matters, then your free
will is severely limited
because you cannot
even imagine how most
Americans understand
these issues, much less
act on that understand-

ing.”



The record is
clear. Ron
Erhardt and
Neil Peterson
are not
moderates.
They talk the
moderate talk
but almost
always walk
the far-right
Republican
line.

A

Many Edina and Bloomington
residents are unaware just
how far right the voting re-
cords of Ron Erhardt, House
District 41A, and Neil Peter-
son, House District 41B,
actually are. Erhardt and
Peterson talk a good line, but
they almost always vote for
the far-right Republican posi-
tion. Here are a few examples
of what they were up to dur-
ing the spring legislative ses-
sion.

Education

For several years the Repub-
lican strategy has been to cut
funding for public education
when possible and otherwise
to hold funding increases
below the inflation rate. This
reduces the real value of
state support for education.
Erhardt and Peterson have
supported this strategy rou-
tinely.

In the aftermath of tragedies
at Columbine High School and
Virginia Tech, the people have
been sensitized to the threat
of violence against students.
Republicans beg to differ. In
the spring legislative session,
Erhardt and Peterson voted
against a modest increase in
local levy authority to help
keep schools safe (House
Journal, April 18, p. 3993).

Health care

Access to health care is
another issue the public feels
strongly about—with good

1SS U E
REN'T MOD
reason. Large numbers of
Minnesotans have no health
insurance, and health crises
are the number one cause of
personal bankruptcies. Re-
publicans apparently don’t
regard this as a problem, or
maybe they think it’s some-
body else’s problem.

The House tried to improve
the situation by providing cov-
erage for 55,000 Minnesota
children who currently lack
health insurance. Erhardt and
Peterson voted against this
“Cover All Kids” program
(House Journal, April 20, p.
4121).

They also voted against legis-
lation to increase funding for
nursing homes and long-term
care for seniors (House
Journal, April 20, p. 4315).

Transportation

It’s no mystery why Minn-
esota’s transportation prob-
lems have been so severe—
even before the tragic col-
lapse of the I-35W bridge.
Funding has fallen far short of
needs. The gas tax has re-
mained unchanged since
1988, and inflation has re-
duced its real value by about
40 percent since then. Re-
publican ideologues have
opposed raising the gas tax
and have instead favored bor-
rowing to make improve-
ments. Of course, the interest
and principal would have to
be repaid in the future. In the

P AGE 4
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absence of future tax increas-
es, the burden of such pay-
ments would fall principally
on state spending for educa-

tion and health care.

Erhardt and Peterson voted
to keep alive a borrowing
plan that provided inadequate
funding for roads and bridges
and almost nothing for transit
(House Journal, March 23, p.
1880). Fortunately that pro-
posal didn't pass. A biparti-
san transportation bill that
included a meager gas tax
increase and $8.4 billion of
new money did pass—only to
be vetoed by Gov. Tim
Pawlenty. When the House
tried to override the veto,
Erhardt and Peterson voted
against the bill with their
Republican allies, and the
override failed to gain the
necessary two-thirds majority
(House Journal, May 21, p.
7571).

Space doesn’t permit calling
the roll on all Erhardt-
Peterson votes in the spring
legislative session and in ear-
lier years, but the record is
clear. These fellows aren’t
moderates; they’re conserva-
tive Republican loyalists.
Their voting records are in-
consistent with the values of
our communities. Edina and
West Bloomington citizens
deserve a better deal.

Bill Melton
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PAUL
THAL,

R OSEN -
HOUSE
DISTRICT 418B
CANDIDATE

Rosenthal was the Senate
District 41 Democrats-
endorsed candidate in the
2006 House 41B race. He
has a degree in metropolitan
studies and urban planning
from New York University. He
has owned a small business,
was vice president of sales
and leasing for Cimmaron
properties, a commercial bro-
kerage in New York City, and

The Minnesota DFL recently
moved statewide precinct
caucuses to Feb. 5. “Super
Tuesday” is expected to
have tremendous impact on
national presidential nomina-
tions. Dozens of states will
hold primaries or caucuses
on or before Feb. 5.

DFL officials hope the earlier
caucuses increase grass-
roots participation, draw new
participants into the political
process and make Minne-
sota’s caucuses more rele-

MICK SPENCE,
HOUSE DISTRICT
41B CANDIDATE

was an intern working on
environmental issues with
the National Audubon Soci-
ety. Rosenthal is a partner in
a development group, based
in St. Paul, formed to save
endangered historic build-
ings.

Education is Rosenthal’s top
priority. “Gov. Pawlenty and
Republican legislators have

CAUCUSES MOVED UP T

vant in a hyperspeed presi-
dential election year.

DFL caucuses will conduct
presidential preference polls
that will be binding to deter-
mine the proportionate num-
ber of delegates each Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
receives. Caucus turnout tra-
ditionally is high when there
are numerous presidential
candidates and no clear
front-runner exists at the
time.

KEVIN STAUNTON,
HOUSE DISTRICT
41A CANDIDATE

gutted aid to local govern-
ment,” he says. “We must
restore funds and foster de-
velopment of leading early
childhood education pro-
grams.”

Rosenthal says the Legisla-
ture needs to focus more on
“the real issues of our
time—education, health care
and transportation.”

FEBRUARY

A precinct is the smallest
unit in Minnesota’s electoral
system and the DFL’s basic
organizing unit. Party offi-
cials view caucuses as
places to recruit new mem-
bers and get participants
excited about the upcoming
campaigns. It’s also the first
step in picking state and
national convention dele-
gates.

Edina-West Bloomington
Democrats typically hold
precinct caucuses at a local

Spence also is running for
the 41B House seat. For the
past eight years, he has
been with the Spence Law
Firm, which handles enter-
tainment law, intellectual
property, business and per-
sonal legal issues. Before
that he started a consulting
business advising companies
and individuals in non-legal
and entertainment industry,
internet, media and business
matters. He was a trial attor-
ney and investigator with
Meshbesher & Spence from
1993 through 1999.

Spence says he would find
common ground and work to
give people in the community
fair, equal and universal rep-
resentation. “We all want
improvements,” he says.
“We're in this together. My
goal is to work for solutions
benefiting everyone.”

public school. Check our

website, www.sd41.dfl.org,
for detailed caucus informa-
tion. Precinct caucus details
also will be available at
www.dfl.org, the state party
website.
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PAPER OR

PLASTIC?
NEITHER!

Need an environmen-
tally friendly bag for
trips to the grocery
store or library that
lets you display your
political colors? These
blue reusable bags
measure 14 by 13-1/2
by 3 inches and cost
just $8.

One side proudly dis-
plays “Edina & West
Bloomington Dem-
ocrats,” and the graph-
ic on the other side
urges a cut in global

warming.

To order a bag or two,
send an e-mail mes-
sage to sd41-
democrats@
comcast.net with your
name, address, phone
number and how many
you’d like to buy. You
also can call Chuck
Prentice at 952-929-
8284 to order bags.
Money earned from
the bags benefits
Edina-West Blooming-
ton Democrats.

FROM

The last issue of this newslet-
ter, which hit your mail box in
late June, noted that “numer-
ous roads and bridges are lit-
erally falling apart, while
other transportation needs
remain unmet.” This was
common knowledge, but we
sincerely wish we had been
wrong given the tragic col-
lapse of the I-35W bridge.

Gov. Tim Pawlenty responded
to the urgent need for action
and announced that, after
having vetoed transportation
bills in 2005 and again in
May, he had changed his
position and was willing to
agree to an increase in the
gas tax. However, within
hours of Pawlenty’s state-
ment, he was under pressure
from Republican right-wing
elements and back-pedaled
fast. His revised position was
that the gas-tax increase
would have to be temporary

THE

and offset by other tax cuts.
All things being equal, this
meant improvements in trans-
portation would have to be
financed by cuts in state out-
lays for education and health
care.

From such rigid, ideological
posturing came nothing.
Pawlenty called a special
session of the Legislature in
September, but it was limited
to providing flood relief and
little more. There was noth-
ing—nothing—for transporta-
tion, despite the public’s
heightened awareness of the
consequences of years of
neglect. The photo ops were
over, and Pawlenty and his
Republican allies were back
to business as usual. Some of
us feel like we’ve been had.

However, something good
could emerge from this
tragedy if the public remains

RON MARIEN, BIlLL
EILEEN MCAWLEY
TRICT OFFICE
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determined to hold hypocriti-
cal politicians accountable.

To that end, Democrats in
Edina and West Bloomington
are charged up as never
before. We aim to send
Republicans a message next
year via the ballot box, and
we’ve got a lot going on.

Here are a couple of things to
put on your calendar:

m The Green Town Forum
promises to deliver real in-
sights on what individuals
can do to create environmen-
tal progress even while
Republican obstruction pre-
vails in Washington and St.
Paul. It’s Sun., Oct. 14,

1 to 4 p.m., at Edina High
School. See the back page of
the newsletter for details.

m For the first time ever,
we’re opening a permanent
office in Room 320 of the
Edina Community Center,
5701 Normandale Road.
We’'re planning an “office
warming” party Thurs., Nov.
8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. We'll
be showing off the office and
seeking ideas for how it can
be put to the best use. Our
Legislative candidates will be
there, as will Minn-esota DFL
Party Chair Brian Melendez
and many of your Democratic
neighbors. Please join us!

Bill Melton, Chair
Eileen McAwley, Associate
Chair
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U.S. Senate candidate Al
Franken was quoted in the
Sept. 17 Newsweek replying
to a questioner who asked
why a comedian also wants
be a senator. “A satirist sees
the hypocrisies and absurdi-
ties in the world and cuts
through the baloney to get to
the truth,” Franken says. “I
think that’s good training for
the U.S. Senate, don’t you?”

I’'m not a satirist, but it’s no
baloney when | say Edina-
West Bloomington Demo-
crats need your contribu-
tions.

Why? Because we've got so
much going on. Read about
our new office space on page
6. Check out the details on
our upcoming Green Town
environmental forum on the

GROWING WITH

BLOOMIN

back page. Learn about our
great Democratic Legislative
candidates on page 1.

And be sure to take a look at
the story on page 3 about
how Republicans take better
advantage overall of the
statewide Political Contrib-
ution Refund program. Re-
publicans in Edina and West
Bloomington who donated
money to their political party
or candidates received more
than twice the amount of
refunds through this program
than local Democrats did.

The state pays these refunds
through its general fund, our
tax dollars. Why are we let-
ting our tax dollars fund
Republicans? Why aren’t we
tapping this precious re-
source to the maximum ben-

GT
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UR CONTR
efit of Democrats in Edina
and West Bloomington?

We can do better. By making
this your first political contri-
bution of 2007, you'll receive
a refund—up to $50 per indi-
vidual or $100 per couple—
paid directly to you from the
State of Minnesota through
the refund program.

It’s so easy to do. Simply fill
out the form below and mail
it along with your check.
You'll receive a receipt and a
one-page form to mail in for
your refund. It only takes a
few minutes. Refunds usually
arrive in six to eight weeks.

While that contribution is
very much appreciated, | bet
you’ll feel even better if you
dig a little deeper and give

PAGE 7
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more. It won’t be covered by
the refund program, but you
can rest assured we'll put it
to good use. Our mailing list
just gets bigger with each
newsletter. We're got to or-
ganize and pay for upcoming
precinct caucuses. And most
importantly, we’ll provide
financial support to candi-
dates in the upcoming cam-
paigns. Edina-West Bloom-
ington Democrats are ener-
gized and excited as our
organization grows continu-
ously. And that’s no baloney!

So please write a check and
send it today with the form
below. Any questions? Call
me at 952-922-2597 or e-
mail BillLayton@comcast.net

Bill Layton, Chair
Fund-raising Committee

Senate District 41 Democrats Contribution Form

Electing Democrats is important! I'm enclosing my (our) check, payable to Senate District 41 Democrats.

$150 $100 $50

Other

Name

E-mail address

Please mail my (our) receipt to the address below.

Phone numbers (h)

Name

(w)

Phone numbers (h)

(w)

E-mail address

(cell)

State

(cell)

Address

City

Zipcode

Mail to: Terri Stermer, Treasurer, Senate District 41 Democrats, P.0. Box 24073, Edina, MN 55424-0073

October 2007
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Green Town Forum

Information and practical ideas to help you live
a more environmentally friendly lifestyle and make changes
at the local, state and national levels

1 p.m., Sun,, Oct. 14

Fick Auditorium, Edina High School
6754 Valley View Road, Edina

$1 admission; doors open at 12:30 p.m.

Panelists:

= J. Drake Hamilton, science policy director, Fresh Energy

= Rebecca Otto, Minnesota State Auditor

= James Turnure, environmental policy manager, Xcel Energy
= Ami Voeltz, executive director, Twin Cities Green Guide

Moderated by Tom LaForce, founder, LaForce Teamwork Services

A social hour will follow the program from 3 to 4 p.m.

Sponsored by Edina-West Bloomington Democrats Artwork by David Cahn



